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or political principle in Congress. The few who are not
vicious and debased are destitute of independence, and
yield to the discipline and tyranny of party.

The supporters of the Tenure-of-Office Bill, finding that
they were in a minority of the Senate but in a majority of
the party, resorted to the device which they have prac-
ticed extensively for the last three years of calling a caucus,
to which they endeavored to transfer legislation, and then
by party machinery enable the actual minority to decide
the fate of the bill. Edmunds and Conkling, two fierce
partisans, projected this scheme. The former is a mere
lawyer legislator, with no conception of his duties, al-
though an attorney of some sharpness and ability. Conk-
ling has more legislative capacity, but is an egotistical
coxcomb, with less political honesty than Edmunds, who
would, at any time, sacrifice the right to benefit his party.
The friends of repeal were not insensible to the trick which
was sought to be practiced, would not be caught, and de-
clared in caucus they would not be bound by its proceed-
ings. This is a good indication. Party machinery and
party tyranny may yet be broken. Morton and Conkling
are reputed to have had a sharp passage in caucus.

March 24, Wednesday. The bill to reorganize the Navy,
which Grimes introduced into the Senate a few days
since and hurried through that body without discussion,
has been checked up by the Representatives. There was an
intention of running it through the House without refer-
ence to a committee or any examination, but this did not
succeed, and a reference took place. In the committee
there was soon a conviction that so important a bill, and
one involving such radical changes and such marked dis-
criminations, should be well matured. Porter and Borie
went twice to the Gapitol and presented themselves before
the Naval Committee to urge immediate action, and Isher-
wood tells me they had a letter from Grant expressing a